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Local churches bringing people together

COVID-19 Crisis Fatigue

WHY DOES IT OCCUR, WHAT IS IT?, WHAT TO LOOK OUT FOR, WHAT TO DO
Information from TTTB given by Rev Peter Wells

HOWEVER RESILIENT | CONSIDER MYSELF TO BE THERE IS ALWAYS THE POSSIBILITY, OFTEN SUBTLY FELT, THAT THIS
‘THING’ JUST GETS TOO MUCH TO HANDLE, TOO MUCH TO THINK ABOUT, TOO MUCH TO LIVE WITH, JUST TOO
MUCH AND THIS IS NOT JUST FOR A COUPLE OF MONTHS, THIS IS A MARATHON, AND | HAVE NOT BEEN IN
TRAINING FOR SUCH A MARATHON. THIS VIRUS ATTACKS, HEALTH, MY HEALTH HOWEVER OLD | MIGHT BE,
WHOEVER | AM.

WHY DOES CRISIS FATIGUE OCCUR?

e |am notin control and | feel confused, baffled and vulnerable a lot of the time
e Endless news updates on TV and radio, and a bombardment of comments on social media,

WhatsApp, Instagram, texts, emails, phone calls

A lot of uncertainty as to exactly what is going on, what is required by me, what | can do, how

do | help others.

There is no space left to think of anything else, or manage anything else, or be interested in

anything else.

How can | not feel under siege, how | cannot feel fatigue!

WHAT TO LOOK OUT FOR:

¢ | can become distracted or disinterested in other aspects of life.

e Because | don’t know what to do or how to respond | get fearful and express it in anger or go silent. |
don’t want to talk to anyone.

¢ | might not notice that | am less interested in eating because | am anxious, or | am overeating because |
am trying to sooth myself

e My sleep becomes fretful

e If lam home so much, either alone or with others, | get bored,| don’t know how to express my

frustration except towards others or the cat!
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WHAT TO DO: ACCEPT that this crisis is going to last sometime and prepare myself

acknowledge that | am not in control and | need to find a way of coping
compromise on what | would like to do and work out what | can do
know that there will be consequences that are not in my control

show empathy to others, this shows that | and they are not alone

be passionate about caring for myself and those around me
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trust in myself that | am doing all | can

CREATE A ROUTINE

¢ Prioritise what needs to be done during each day
¢ Plan out my day to give the day structure
e Pace myself so that | do not do everything at once

e Permission to know | can only do so much and seeking help and support is not weakness

TIME OFF FROM THE NEWS AND WORRIES

e Give myself ‘news’ breaks, | can catch up with the news later

e Create distractions that | enjoy such as books, games, tv, radio, films, online games

¢ Include some meditation, mindfulness, prayer

e Create and exercise programme that | enjoy, even if walking up and downstairs and some stretches or
online yoga sessions

¢ Set meal and sleep times

THINGS TO REMEMBER

I and those | am in contact with are going to have days of sadness and frustration. | need to be kind to
myself and those around me. | need to be honest about how | feel and not hide it or deny. | know others
are feeling the same

With thanks from TTTB Part of Emergency Pack

Gail Millar March. 23 2020
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